
The Wisdom of


 Diligent Persistence







– Thomas Edison

“Many of  life’s failures are people 
who did not realise how close they 

were to success when they gave up.” 



Diligent persistence in pursuing 
the correct goals in life

is  
the key to success.



Did I miss something?

Is it just me?

Is there a shortcut?

Maybe, I should try “name it and 
claim it”?

Or maybe, my faith is just too weak?

Perhaps, I should just…give up.



The Wisdom of Diligent Persistence

~ 

How you respond to setbacks 
will determine your ultimate 

success or failure.



A slack hand causes poverty, 
 but the hand of  the diligent makes rich. 
 He who gathers in summer is a prudent 

son, 
but he who sleeps in harvest is a son 

who brings shame 
Proverbs 10:4-5



The hand of  the diligent will rule, 
while the slothful will be put to 

forced labor. 
Proverbs 12:24



The soul of  the sluggard 
craves and gets nothing, 

while the soul of  the diligent 
is richly supplied. 

Proverbs 13:4



The sluggard says, “There is a lion 
in the road! 

There is a lion in the streets!” 
 As a door turns on its hinges, 
so does a sluggard on his bed 

Proverbs 26:13-14



Proverbs' Contrast on Success and Failure

Clever vs Stupid 

Beautiful vs Ugly 

Rich vs Poor 

Lucky vs Unlucky

Diligent vs Lazy 

Wise vs Foolish  

Persistent vs 
Quitter

Not But
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For you have need of  
endurance, so that when you 

have done the will of  God you 
may receive what is promised. 

Hebrews 10:36



for you know that the testing of  
your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full 

effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing 

James 1:3-4





The Wisdom of Diligent Persistence


～ 

1. Let go of  the past 
2. Anticipate Setbacks 

3. Pursue the right goals





Brothers, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own. But one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of  the 
upward call of  God in Christ Jesus 

Philippians 3:13-14
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～ 

1. Let go of  the past 
2. Anticipate Setbacks 

3. Pursue the right goals





Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of  witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run 

with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 

Hebrews 12:1



The Wisdom of Diligent Persistence


～ 

1. Let go of  the past 
2. Anticipate Setbacks 

3. Pursue the right goals



Remember also your Creator in the 
days of  your youth, before the evil 
days come and the years draw near 

of  which you will say, “I have no 
pleasure in them”; 

Ecclesiastes 12:1



1. Does my goals violate any commands or 
principles in God’s Word? 

2. Is my goal in keeping with God’s general 
purpose for my life? 

3. How will the achievement of  my goal 
honor God?





Diligent persistence  
in pursuing the right goals in life

is  
the key to success.


