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Church membership is an 
earthly declaration of a heavenly 
citizenship in Christ’s Kingdom. 

Jonathan Leeman
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And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer 
and fasting they committed them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed. 

(Act 14:23 ESV)



1 Timothy 3:1–7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone 
aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, 
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his own household well, with all 
dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone 
does not know how to manage his own household, how 
will he care for God's church? He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not 
fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
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shepherd the flock of God that is among 
you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would 
have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock. 

(1Pet 5:2-3 ESV)



But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.

(Acts 6:4 ESV)



Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all 
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, 
which he obtained with his own blood. I know 
that after my departure fierce wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; 

(Acts 20:28,29 ESV)



And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ,

(Eph 4:11,12 ESV)



Remember your leaders, those who spoke to 
you the word of God. Consider the outcome 
of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

(Heb 13:7 ESV)



Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls, as 
those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, 
for that would be of no advantage to you. 

(Heb 13:17 ESV)



We ask you, brothers, to respect those who 
labor among you and are over you in the 
Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them 
very highly in love because of their work. 

(1Th 5:12,13 ESV)



Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching.

(1Ti 5:17 ESV)



Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” 

(1Ti 5:17,18 ESV)



Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who 
labor in preaching and teaching.
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” 
Do not admit a charge against an elder 
except on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. (1Ti 5:17-19 ESV)
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So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 

(Gal 6:10 ESV)



A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 

(John 13:34,35 ESV)





Church membership is our opportunity to 
grasp hold of each other in responsibility 
and love. By identifying ourselves with a 
particular church, we let the pastors and 
other members of that local church know 
that we intend to be committed in 
attendance, giving, prayer, and service.

Mark Dever



We allow fellow believers to have great 
expectations of us in these areas, and we 
make it known that we are the responsibility 
of this local church. We assure the church of 
our commitment to Christ in serving with them, 
and we call for their commitment to serve and 
encourage as well.

Mark Dever
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You are the light of the world…

…let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.

(Mat 5:14,16 ESV)



Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 
that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world

(Phi 2:14,15 ESV)



But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

(1Pet 2:9 ESV)



The church is the means 
God has established for the 
defense, display & declaration 
of the gospel.

David Platt
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But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

(1Pet 2:9 ESV)



But now I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of brother if 
he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or 
is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—
not even to eat with such a one.

(1Cor 5:11 ESV)



But now I am writing to you not to associate 
with anyone who bears the name of brother if 
he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or 
is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—
not even to eat with such a one.
…Purge the evil person from among you.

(1Cor 5:11,13 ESV)
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Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

(1Cor 6:9-11 ESV)



And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.

(1Cor 6:9-11 ESV)


