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Psalm 51
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet

went to him, after he had gone into Bathsheba.
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> Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man,
and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has
done this deserves to die, ® and he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no

pitYo”
2 Samuel 12:5-6




7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the

Lord, the God of Israel, ‘1 anointed you king over Israel, and
| delivered you out of the hand of Saul.

2 Samuel 12:7




8 And | gave you your master's house and your master's
wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and
of Judah. And if this were too little, | would add to you as
much more. ° Why have you despised the word of the Lord,
to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah
the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be

your wife and have killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites.

2 Samuel 12:8 -9
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10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house, because you have despised me and have taken the
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” 1! Thus says the
Lord, ‘Behold, | will raise up evil against you out of your
own house. And | will take your wives before your eyes and
give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives

in the sight of this sun.
2 Samuel 12:10- 11
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12 For you did it secretly, but | will do this thing before all

Israel and before the sun.”” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have
sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The
Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14
Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.”

15 Then Nathan went to his house.
2 Samuel 12:12 - 15
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A" Christian *» must
never, leave " off &
repenting, for | fear
he never leaves off

sinning.”
Charles Spurgeon




10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need
to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you
are clean, but not every one of you.”

11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said,
“Not all of you are clean.”

John 13:10-11
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1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin!

3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.
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18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and
see our desolations, and the city that is called by your
name. For we do not present our pleas before you because
of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy.

19 0 Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and
act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your

city and your people are called by your name.”
Daniel 9:18 - 19
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22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never

come to an end;

23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22 - 23
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4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, ®> even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved

Ephesians 2:4 -5
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Iniquity:




Transgression: Cross the line of God'’s law

Iniquity:




Transgression: Cross the line of God'’s law

Iniquity: “Twistedness” in our nature




Transgression: Cross the line of God'’s law

Iniquity: “Twistedness” in our nature

Sin: Fall short of the mark of perfection.




1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin!

3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.




1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy

, and cleanse me from my
sin!
3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.




1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy

’

3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.
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It is not enough to blot out the sin;
his person is defiled, and he fain

would be purified. He would have ™

God himself cleanse him, for none
but he could do it effectually I_I_\&
washing must be thorough it must
be repeated, therefore he cries,
"Multiply to wash me."sThe dye is
in itself immovable, and |, the®
sinner, have lain long in it, till the
crimson is ingrained; but, Lord,
wash, and wash, and wash again,
till the last stain is gone,
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and not a trace of my defilement is

left. The hypocrite is content if his

garments be washed, but the [truly =
repentant one] cries,'f'i'\;;ash‘fﬁé."‘ 4
The careless soul is content witha™ =
nominal cleansing, but the truly- ' :;.

awakened conscience desires a
real and practical washing, and
that of a most complete and
efficient kind....
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[It is] as if the psalmist said, ;'Lord,
if washing will not do, try some
other process; if water avails not, :
let fire, let anything bé"t_'riéd,?o‘ 4
that | may but be purified.'Rid me -

of my sin by some means, by any, —
means, by every means, only do Y
purify me completely, and leave

no guilt upon my soul.”




1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy

’

3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and
blameless in your judgment.




14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord.

Hebrews 12:14
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12 The man sald “The womén

whom you ga\/e to be with me, she

-~~~

gave me fruit of the’ tree, and I ate




.13 Then the Lord God said to the .
woman, .What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, ”The .v,

e § e -
serpent deceived me, and I ate




18 Eor | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.
For | have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to
carry it out. 2° For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not
want is what | keep on doing. ?° Now if | do what | do not want, it

is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
Romans 7:18 - 20
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> Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

¢ Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach
me wisdom in the secret heart.
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7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
broken rejoice.
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3 For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away

through my groaning all day long.
% For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;

my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah
> | acknowledged my sin to you,

and | did not cover my iniquity;
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Psalm 32:3-5
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19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by
Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats,
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the
book itself and all the people, 2° saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant that God commanded for you.” 2! And in the same way

he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used
in worship. #2 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.

Hebrews 9:19 - 22
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7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
broken rejoice.




7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
broken rejoice.




7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 1:7
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9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1John 1:9
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2. Prayer of Restoration
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10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me.
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11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy
Spirit from me.

Psalm 51:11
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13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst
of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LorD rushed upon David from
that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.

14 Now the Spirit of the LorD departed from Saul, and a harmful

spirit from the LoRrRD tormented him.
1 Samuel 16:13 - 14
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12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit.

13 Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will
return to you.
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3. Prayer of Thankfulness
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14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15 0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
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16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it; you will
not be pleased with a burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.
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4. Prayer of Intercession
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12 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of

Jerusalem;
19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and

whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.
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10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. ! The Pharisee, standing by
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. 12| fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that | get.

Luke 18:10 - 14




13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14| tell you, this man went down to
his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles

himself will be exalted.”
Luke 18:10 - 14




15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom | am the foremost.

1 Timothy 1:15
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Discussion Questions

1. Compare you own prayer and David’s prayer of repentance,
what is the difference?
2. What do you learn most about David in the way he seeks

God after he has fallen unto sin?
3. How can you apply the lessons that you learn in your own

prayer life?
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