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| don't know much about birds,
but | can easily identify the
husband in this picture!!










Using a character / event/ place to represent a meaning
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A right standing before God
is not achieved by works of the law,
but received by faith in Jesus Christ.




THE ALLEGORY OF
HAGAR & SARAH

GALATIANS 4:21-31




1. THE STORY




[21] Tell me, you who desire to be under the law,
do you not listen to the law?
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[21] Tell me, you who desire to be under the law,
do you not listen to the law?

[22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by a slave woman and one by a free woman.
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Genesis 21:9

" But Sarah saw the son
of Hagar the Egyptian,
whom she had borne
to Abraham, laughing.







Genesis 21:10

So she said to Abraham,
“Cast out this slave
woman with her son,

for the son of this slave
woman shall not be heir
with my son Isaac.”




Genesis 21:12

...God said to Abraham,




Genesis 21:12

...God said to Abraham,
“Be not displeased
because of the boy and

because of your slave
woman.




Genesis 21:12

Whatever Sarah says to
you, do as she tells you,
for through Isaac shall

your offspring be named.




[22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by a slave woman and one by a free woman.




[22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons,
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[22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons,
one by a slave woman and one by a free woman.

[23] But the son of the slave
was born according to the flesh,

while the son of the free woman
was born through promise.
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[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:




[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:

The fear & concern of Christians in this passage
is if we learn to take any passage to mean anything
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[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:

But perhaps that’s precisely why Paul uniquely
highlights this is an allegory.

He’s not saying this is what Moses had in mind.
But Paul sees useful parallels.




[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:
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[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:
these women are two covenants.
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[24] Now this may be interpreted allegorically:
these women are two covenants.

One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery;
she is Hagar. [25] Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia;

she corresponds to the present Jerusalem,
for she is in slavery with her children.
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[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.
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Slave woman
Son born of the flesh
Sinaitic Covenant
Produces Slave children

/[ earthly Jerusalem

SARAH

Free woman
Son born through promise
Abrahamic Covenant
Produces Free children
// Heavenly Jerusalem




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
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bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.

[27] For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”

Quote from Isa 54:1




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.

[27] For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”

Originally about the blessings of Israel post Babylon exile




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
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[27] For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”

But because it’s fulfilled in Christ,




[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.

[27] For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”

But because it’s fulfilled in Christ,
(this follows Isaiah 53)
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[26] But the Jerusalem above is free,
and she is our mother.

[27] For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not
bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!

For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband.”

But because it’s fulfilled in Christ,
it’s also true for the allegory of Sarah (children of promise)
Spiritual children of Sarah will be >>> than those of Hagar
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1. THE STORY
2. THE SYMBOLISM

3. THE SIGNIFICANCE




[28] Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.




[29] But just as at that time he who was born according to
the flesh persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit, so also it is now.




[30] But what does the Scripture say?
“Cast out the slave woman and her son,
for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit

with the son of the free woman’”




[31] So, brothers, we are not children of the slave
but of the free woman.
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Son born of the flesh
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Sons persecute
Sons cast out

SARAH

Free woman
Son born through promise
Abrahamic Covenant
Produces Free children

// Heavenly Jerusalem
Barren at first

Many more children
Sons persecuted
Sons inherit
Sons born by the Spirit




THE ALLEGORY OF
HAGAR & SARAH
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"we know that a person is not justified
by works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ”

(Galatians 2:16)




A right standing before God
is not achieved by works of the law,
but received by faith in Jesus Christ.




“Ishmael” will not inherit




“Ishmael” will not inherit

Legalism is futile.
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“Ishmael” will not inherit
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Galatians 1:7
there are some who trouble you and want to

distort the gospel of Christ.
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“Ishmael” will not inherit
“Ishmael” will persecute “Isaac”
“Ishmael” and “Isaac” cannot be together

Galatians 1:6

| am astonished that you are so quickly deserting
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are
turning to a different gospel




“Ishmael” will not inherit

“Ishmael” will persecute “Isaac”
“Ishmael” and “Isaac” cannot be together

Romans 11:6

But if it is by grace,

it is no longer on the basis of works;
otherwise grace would no longer be grace.




“Ishmael” will not inherit

“Ishmael” will persecute “Isaac”
“Ishmael” and “Isaac” cannot be together

“Isaac” is all grace




