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“God has only one Son without sin,
but He has none without suffering.”




James 1:2
Count it all joy, my brothers,
when you meet trials of various kinds,
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WISDOM IN TRIALS

James 1:2-12
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[2] Count it all joy, my brothers,
when you meet trials of various kinds
[3] for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness.
[4] And let steadfastness have its full effect,

that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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2. REQUEST

How?
How can | practically count it all joy when my life is a mess?
How can | practically endure such pain?
| need wisdom!
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let him ask God,

who gives generously to all without reproach,
and it will be given him.
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James 1:5-8

... God, who gives generously (haplos = singular/sincere) to all

he is a double-minded (dipsuchos = double-mind) man...
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with no doubting

James 1:13
Let no one say when he is tempted,
“I am being tempted by God”...
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[6] But let him ask in faith,
with no doubting

James 1:17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights...
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1) REJOICE
Whilst we may feel like
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1) REJOICE
Whilst we may feel like
resenting, retreating, rejecting or resigning,
we are to count it all joy!
For we know it is “Time Under Tension” to grow us!

Ay
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1) REJOICE
2) REQUEST

With a heart that is loyal and committed to God,
ask for wisdom to practically count it all joy & to endure
and God will give you that wisdom
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2. Is it wrong to pray for relief / release?

No.
Eg Paul in 2Co 12.
But it is important to pray for wisdom and grace to endure
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[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,
[10] and the rich in his humiliation,
because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.

[11] For the sun rises with its scorching heat
and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes.
So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.




N “&‘

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,




N “&‘

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,

The poor can boast in an eternal glory




e A&‘

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,
[10] and the rich in his humiliation,

The poor can boast in an eternal glory




e A&‘

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,
[10] and the rich in his humiliation,

The poor can boast in an eternal glory

The rich can also boast in his death (& subsequent glory)




e A&‘

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,
[10] and the rich in his humiliation,

The poor can boast in an eternal glory
The rich can also boast in his death (& subsequent glory)

=» Let the poor and the rich boast in the future glory
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which God has promised to those who love him.
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Revelation 2:9-10
(To the church at Smyrna)
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Revelation 2:9-10
(To the church at Smyrna)

“I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich)

...Do not fear what you are about to suffer...
Be faithful unto death, and | will give you the crown of life.
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[12] Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial,
for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love him.
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“God has only one Son without sin,
but He has none without suffering.”




