


JOB IN HIS SUFFERING
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Eliphaz & Job (22-24)  PLEA
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[6] For you have exacted pledges of your brothers for nothing
and stripped the naked of their clothing.

[7] You have given no water to the weary to drink,

and you have withheld bread from the hungry.

[9] You have sent widows away empty,
and the arms of the fatherless were crushed.
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[12] ... | delivered the poor who cried for help,

and the fatherless who had none to help him.
[13] ... | caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.
[15] | was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.

w = [16] | was a father to the needy...
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Job 31:35

Oh, that | had one to hear me!

(Here is my signature! Let the Almighty answer me!)
Oh, that | had the indictment written by my adversary!

-> Job’s friends have repeatedly acted as his accusers;
-> Job now challenges those accusations to be put in writing.
-2 Job is asking God to hear his case and vindicate him.
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CHAPTER 23- INTEGRITY

[7] There an upright man could argue with him,
and | would be acquitted forever by my judge.

[10] ... when he has tried me, | shall come out as gold.

[11] My foot has held fast to his steps;
| have kept his way and have not turned aside.

[12] | have not departed from the commandment of his lips;
| have treasured the words of his mouth
more than my portion of food.
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CHAPTER 24- INCONSISTENCY

[1] “Why are not times of judgment kept by the Almighty,
and why do those who know him never see his days?

V2-12- the wicked abuse the poor and they seem to escape

[22] Yet God prolongs the life of the mighty by his power;

-» God’s judgment is real but it is not always immediate
-» One cannot reliably judge guilt based on life circumstance
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“Dominion and fear are with God;
he makes peace in his high heaven.




BILDAD

“Dominion and fear are with God;
he makes peace in his high heaven.

Is there any number to his armies?
Upon whom does his light not arise?
(Job 25:2-3)




BILDAD

How then can man be in the right before God?
How can he who is born of woman be pure?

(Job 25:4)
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CHAPTER 26- INVINCIBILITY

[12] By his power he stilled the sea;
by his understanding he shattered Rahab.

[13] By his wind the heavens were made fair;
his hand pierced the fleeing serpent.

-> Job doesn't question God's greatness;

-2 he questions his friends' explanation of God's ways.

-2 YES, God is great. But that does not mean | am guilty
(reaffirms integrity in Ch 27)
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CHAPTER 27- INEVITABILITY

[13] This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the
heritage that oppressors receive from the Almighty:

[14] If his children are multiplied, it is for the sword,
and his descendants have not enough bread.

[15] Those who survive him the pestilence buries,
and his widows do not weep.

-» The wicked will not escape God's ultimate justice
-> but we can’t assume every present pain is judgment.
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CHAPTER 28- INSCRUTABILITY

[12] “But where shall wisdom be found?
And where is the place of understanding?

[20] “From where, then, does wisdom come?
And where is the place of understanding?

[23] “God understands the way to it,
and he knows its place.

[28] And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.”







ELIPHAZ




Job 22:6-9

[6] For you have exacted pledges of your brothers for nothing
and stripped the naked of their clothing.

[7] You have given no water to the weary to drink,

and you have withheld bread from the hungry.

[9] You have sent widows away empty,
and the arms of the fatherless were crushed.
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INTEGRITY | shall come forth as gold... | have kept his way

INCONSISTENCY Judgment is not always immediate or visible
INVINCIBILITY  God is great, but your accusations are not
INEVITABILITY  The wicked will not escape God's ultimate justice

INSCRUTABILITY We don’t always know WHEN or WHY we suffer,
but wisdom = know HOW we live when we do




Job 29:12-16
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[12] ... | delivered the poor who cried for help,

and the fatherless who had none to help him.
[13] ... | caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.
[15] | was eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.

[16] | was a father to the needy...
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Filled with sorrow & lament...




Job 30

Filled with sorrow & lament...
He suffers much, but it does not mean that it is proof of guilt
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Job still defends his innocence-
Pleads “not guilty” to an extensive list of sins mentioned

[35] Oh, that | had one to hear me!

(Here is my signature! Let the Almighty answer me!)
Oh, that | had the indictment written by my adversary!

-> Job’s friends have repeatedly acted as his accusers;
-> Job now challenges those accusations to be put in writing.
-> Job is asking God to hear his case and vindicate him.
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1) PEACE OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE

A clear conscience means
that we don't have to add the burden
of unrepentant sin to our suffering.

For it is better to suffer for doing good,
if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.
(1 Peter 3:17)
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[28:28]
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The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD. (Job 1:21)

Shall we receive good from God,
and shall we not receive evil?
In all this Job did not sin with his lips. (Job 2:10)
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and to turn away from evil is understanding.
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We may not know WHY
We may not know WHEN
But we know WHO
& we know WHAT

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to turn away from evil is understanding.
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Job 13:18

Behold, | have prepared my case;
| know that | shall be in the right.
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Job 19:25
For | know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.




3) PROSPECT OF A VINDICATED LIFE

Job 23:7
There an upright man could argue with him,
and | would be acquitted forever by my judge.
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Job 23:10
when he has tried me, | shall come out as gold.




3) PROSPECT OF A VINDICATED LIFE

Job 31:6
Let me be weighed in a just balance,
and let God know my integrity!




3) PROSPECT OF A VINDICATED LIFE

1 Peter 2:12
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable,
so that when they speak against you as evildoers,
they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day of visitation.
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1) PEACE OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE
2) PRIORITY OF A VIGILANT LIFE
3) PROSPECT OF A VINDICATED LIFE

| don't have to secure my own vindication; | can entrust it to God.




SUMMARY: | PLEAD “NOT GUILTY”!

1) PEACE OF A VIRTUOUS LIFE
2) PRIORITY OF A VIGILANT LIFE
3) PROSPECT OF A VINDICATED LIFE

And ultimately, my confidence is not in my own righteousness,
but in Christ's righteousness.

-
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REFLECTIONS / DISCIPLESHIP CONSIDERATIONS:

1. What does living virtuously look like for me?
2. How do | fear God & turn away from evil during suffering?
3. How does our future vindication help me in suffering?




