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Cycle 1
Eliphaz & Job (4-7)
Bildad & Job (8-10)

Zophar & Job (11-14)

Cycle 2
Eliphaz & Job (15-17)

Bildad & Job (18-19)
Zophar & Job (20-21)

Cycle 3
Eliphaz & Job (22-24)
Bildad & Job (25-31)

Elihu & Job (32-37)
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[2] “How long will you say these things,
and the words of your mouth be a great wind?

[3] Does God pervert justice?
Or does the Almighty pervert the right?

[4] If your children have sinned against him,
he has delivered them
into the hand of their transgression.

-> Be quiet!
-» God is right to punish sinners like you
-2 Your children perish because they sinned




[8] “For inquire, please, of bygone ages,
and consider what the fathers have searched out.
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[8] “For inquire, please, of bygone ages,
and consider what the fathers have searched out.

[10] Will they not teach you and tell you
and utter words out of their understanding?

-2 This is the wisdom from our fathers
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[13] Such are the paths of all who forget God;
the hope of the godless shall perish.

[20] “Behold, God will not reject a blameless man,
nor take the hand of evildoers.

=» RETRIBUTION THEOLOGY

God gives what you deserve according to your actions:
Do good - God blesses you.
Do evil = God punishes you.
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[9:1] Then Job answered and said:




[2] “Truly | know that it is so:
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reference 8:3 Qn on God’s justice/righteousness
-> Job affirms God is just / righteous
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[2] “Truly | know that it is so:
But how can a man be in the right before God?

-> Job will say he is not guilty in the way
that deserves all this suffering
but he also knows he cannot
contend with God as an equal.
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[2] “Truly | know that it is so:
But how can a man be in the right before God?

[3] If one wished to contend with him,
one could not answer him once in a thousand times.

[15] Though | am in the right, | cannot answer him...

[21] | am blameless;...

-2Job clearly defends his own innocence
not that he is perfect, but he is not disloyal
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[22] It is all one; therefore | say,
‘He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.

[23] When disaster brings sudden death,
he mocks at the calamity of the innocent.

[24] The earth is given into the hand of the wicked;
he covers the faces of its judges—
if it is not he, who then is it?

-» God allows the innocent & the wicked to suffer alike.
Sometimes the wicked prosper while innocent
people suffer. So how can | make sense of this?
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Job 10

[13] Yet these things you hid in your heart;
| know that this was your purpose.

[18] “Why did you bring me out from the womb?
Would that | had died before any eye had seen me

-» Knowing God allowed the suffering,
he struggles to understand WHY
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BILDAD: You suffer because you sinned.

JOB: | know God is just & righteous
But | am innocent (not perfect)
Look at the world- just & wicked suffer alike

-> It is not because of sin / | am disloyal to God

-> Job struggles to understand why

-> He can’t reconcile the terrible sufferings with
God’s goodness & his innocence.
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[2] “Should a multitude of words go unanswered,
and a man full of talk be judged right?
You talk too much Job!
[4] For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure,
and | am clean in God’s eyes.’
You assume you are clean

[5] But oh, that God would speak
and open his lips to you,

If only He will speak to you

[6] ...Know then that God exacts of you
less than your guilt deserves.

You’ll find you are worse!
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Zophar will speak of God’s knowledge of all things v7-12
& calls for Job to repent v13,14

& speaks of the restoration that follows v15ff

-> “Job, you talk too much! You claim you are innocent,
but you actually deserve worse than what you are suffering.
If you repent, God will restore you.”




Zophar will speak of God’s knowledge of all things v7-12
& calls for Job to repent v13,14

& speaks of the restoration that follows v15ff

-> “Job, you talk too much! You claim you are innocent,
but you actually deserve worse than what you are suffering.
If you repent, God will restore you.”

Again, Retribution Theology
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[23] How many are my iniquities and my sins?
Make me know my transgression and my sin

[24] Why do you hide your face
and count me as your enemy?

-> Job vigorously maintains his innocence
-> And asks God why
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that you would conceal me until your wrath be past,
that you would appoint me a set time,
and remember me!

[14] If a man dies, shall he live again?
All the days of my service | would wait,
till my renewal should come.

-> Job looks to Sheol as a temporary refuge
-> He looks to a time of restoration after death




[14:13] Oh that you would hide me in Sheol,
that you would conceal me until your wrath be past,
that you would appoint me a set time,
and remember me!

[14] If a man dies, shall he live again?
All the days of my service | would wait,
till my renewal should come.

[15] You would call, and | would answer you;
you would long for the work of your hands.
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[16] For then you would number my steps;
you would not keep watch over my sin;

[17] my transgression would be sealed up in a bag,
and you would cover over my iniquity.

-> Job doesn't claim to be sinless

-» But his suffering is disproportionate to his “sin”
-> He struggles to understand why

-> He is keen to prove his innocence

-> Hopes in God, & longs to be restored post-death
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MYSTERY OF SUFFERING

Glory of God (Joh 9)
Growth (Jas 1)
Humbling (2Co 12)

Proof of faith (Rom 5, 1Pe 1)
Hope (Rom 5)
Empathy (2Co 1)
Dependence (2Co 1)
Gospel advancement (1Pe, Phi)
Chastisement (Heb 12)
Warning to sinners (Rom 1, Ecc 7:2)
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MYSTERY OF SUFFERING

2) DISCERNMENT

Just because it is not always due to sin
doesn’t mean it is never due to sin

Heb 12:6-11
Chastisement for sin
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MYSTERY OF SUFFERING

2) DISCERNMENT

Just because it is not always due to sin
doesn’t mean it is never due to sin

It is the first thing I’ll reflect upon for my sufferings.
-2 Is God drawing my attention to a sin issue?
X morbid self-introspection / witch-hunt / paranoia
X flippant “ok ok, | just say sorry”
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MYSTERY OF SUFFERING

2) DISCERNMENT

Just because it is not always due to sin
doesn’t mean it is never due to sin

Psalm 139:23-24
Search me, O God, and know my heart!
Try me and know my thoughts!
And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!
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Just because it is not always due to sin
doesn’t mean it is never due to sin

-> Pause, Pray, Ponder
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Though he slay me, | will hope in him (13:15)

Oh that you would hide me in Sheol,
that you would conceal me until your wrath be past,
... and remember me! (14:13)

...till my renewal should come (14:14)




SUMMARY:




SUMMARY:

We may not always know why we suffer...




SUMMARY:

We may not always know why we suffer...
But we know who stewards our suffering




SUMMARY:

We may not always know why we suffer...
But we know who stewards our suffering

-> Do not assume why others suffer




SUMMARY:

We may not always know why we suffer...
But we know who stewards our suffering

-> Do not assume why others suffer
- examine ourselves for sin when we suffer




SUMMARY:

We may not always know why we suffer...
But we know who stewards our suffering

-> Do not assume why others suffer
-> examine ourselves for sin when we suffer
-> Trust God (obey, rejoice) & look to the final hope
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REFLECTION:

1. How can | support those who are suffering?
2. How should | look at my suffering now?
3. How do | examine myself in a healthy way?

4. What does trust and hoping in God look like for me?




